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A SHELTER DOG'S 
 SECOND CHANCE 

Meet a remarkable shelter 
dog whose life was transformed

 through rescue.
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A NEW HOME FOR  
BIRDS OF PREY

Explore our new habitat giving  
rescued birds of prey a safer,
 more enriching place to heal.
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AFFORDABLE CARE.  
STRONGER COMMUNITIES.

See how our Newark 
Community Pet Clinic is

 expanding access to vet care.
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Dear Friends,

As summer begins to wind down, I’m reminded of the incredible 
compassion that surrounds the Associated Humane Societies and 
Popcorn Park Animal Refuge each day.

Whether you have donated, volunteered, opened your home through 
fostering, adopted a deserving pet, attended one of our events, or 
simply shared our mission with others, you are giving vulnerable 
animals the safety and care they deserve. On behalf of our entire 
team, thank you for believing that every animal deserves safety, 
dignity, and a second chance.

This summer has been another busy season across our shelters and 
at Popcorn Park Animal Refuge. Every day, animals arrive at our 
shelters through owner surrenders, cruelty investigations, emergency 
rescues, and heartbreaking situations beyond their control. 

Some come to us frightened and abandoned. Others have endured 
neglect or injury. Many simply need someone willing to give them the 
care and love they deserve.

No matter how they arrive, each animal receives compassionate care because of supporters like you. Every 
medical treatment, nourishing meal, safe place to rest, and hopeful new beginning is made possible by supporters 
like you, who refuse to look away when animals need help.

Throughout this issue, you’ll see your impact in action. You’ll meet remarkable animals whose lives have been 
transformed through rescue and care. You’ll also learn about our exciting plans for a new birds of prey habitat 
at Popcorn Park, celebrate another successful Lions, Tigers, and Beers Festival, and discover how our Newark 
Community Pet Clinic is helping more families access affordable veterinary care.

While we’re proud of everything we’ve accomplished together, we know there is still more work to do. Every act 
of kindness—whether it’s adopting, fostering, volunteering, advocating, or making a charitable gift—helps 
create brighter futures for animals across New Jersey.

Thank you for believing that every animal deserves safety, compassion, and a second chance. Together, we’re 
giving hope to animals who need it most.

With gratitude, 

Danielle Mania  
Chief Operating Officer 

Our 2026 Save-A-Life Sweepstakes is here! With five incredible prizes up 
for grabs, there’s never been a better time to support the animals of the 
Associated Humane Societies and Popcorn Park Animal Refuge. 

This year’s Grand Prize winner will drive away in a brand-new 2026 Subaru 
Outback! Every donation earns entries into this year’s sweepstakes, so the 
more you give, the more chances you have to win.

In the past year alone, 12,186 animals came through our doors in need of help—and that 
need continues to grow. Every sweepstakes entry helps provide the care, compassion, and 
second chances these animals rely on.

While you’re taking your chance to win, you’re also giving thousands of animals a chance at a 
brighter future. Thank you for making a difference in the lives of animals across New Jersey.

Enter by: November 15, 2026 
Drawing Date: November 19, 2026 
Winners are responsible for all applicable taxes.

WIN ONE OF FIVE AMAZING PRIZES
Grand Prize: 2026 Subaru Outback
2nd Prize: $1,000 Amazon Gift Card
3rd Prize: iPhone 17
4th Prize: $500 Visa Gift Card
5th Prize: $200 Visa Gift Card

Compassion in Action Save-A-Life Sweepstakes

Open Your Home.
Change a Life.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR COO: 5 CHANCES TO WIN. THOUSANDS OF LIVES TO HELP.
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Scan the QR code 
to enter today!

Danielle Mania 
 Chief Operating Officer

Our Mission
The Associated Humane Societies rescues stray and homeless animals, both domestic 
and wildlife, providing quality care and sanctuary until loving homes can be found. As 
a community-based organization, we provide low-cost veterinary care and humane 
education to promote responsible pet guardianship throughout New Jersey. 

Sometimes, the greatest gift you can give an animal isn't a 
forever home—it's a temporary one.

Every year, foster families provide a safe, comfortable home 
for vulnerable and injured animals, nursing mothers, and pets 
recovering from illness or surgery. Fostering gives animals 
time to heal, grow, and prepare for the loving families 
waiting to welcome them.

Whether you can foster for a few days, a few weeks, or a little 
longer, your kindness can make all the difference.

Congrats to  
Anne, our 2025 

Grand Prize winner!

Scan the QR code to learn more 
about becoming a foster family and 
help an animal’s next chapter begin.

Mark Your
Calendar
There’s always something happening 
at the Associated Humane Societies 
and Popcorn Park Animal Refuge. 

Scan the QR code to explore 
upcoming events! We’re always adding 
new opportunities to connect, learn, 
and support animals all year long.

Please note: Photo shown is 
of a similar model and color, 
not the actual prize.
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Their Stories Continue Because of You 

You can help provide lifelong care for animals like Balto, Coyote, Quinn, Willow, and 
many more by becoming a Popcorn Park Wildlife Club sponsor. With a minimum 
gift of just $10 a month, you’ll help provide the food, care, and enrichment these 
remarkable animals need to thrive. As a Wildlife Club sponsor, you’ll also receive photo 
updates and enjoy free admission to Popcorn Park for the duration of your sponsorship.

Balto and Coyote may look like dogs, but these beautiful wolf-dogs are anything but 
ordinary. When a rescue organization in western North Carolina began searching for a 
permanent home for the pair, Popcorn Park was proud to welcome them together.  
Today, they have the space, specialized care, and lifelong sanctuary they need to thrive.

Balto is the more confident of the two. With his striking orange eyes and thick coat, he 
quickly captures visitors’ attention. He quickly made himself at home, even introducing 
himself to his feline neighbors with a few enthusiastic woofs!

Coyote, affectionately nicknamed “Yote” by our keepers, has a gentler personality. She  
loves exploring new scents and quietly observing the world around her. Though a bit more  
timid than Balto, her signature head tilt and curious nature quickly win visitors over.

Although they greet visitors with wagging tails and curious sniffs, Balto and Coyote are not 
domestic dogs. Wolf-dogs retain many of the instincts and behaviors of their wild ancestors, 
making them unsuitable as typical household pets. Their story is a reminder that wild animals 
belong in the wild—and at Popcorn Park, they’ve found the permanent sanctuary they deserve.

Our 5th Annual Lions, Tigers, and Beers Festival was our biggest and 
most successful event yet!

Nearly 2,000 guests joined us for an unforgettable weekend of craft 
beverages, delicious food, live music, animal encounters, and community 
fun. Thanks to the incredible support of our attendees, sponsors, 
breweries, wineries, distilleries, vendors, and volunteers, this year’s 
festival shattered previous attendance records while raising critical funds 
for the animals in our care.

Together, we raised nearly $300,000 to provide food, shelter, 
veterinary care, enrichment, and compassionate care for animals at the 
Associated Humane Societies and Popcorn Park Animal Refuge.

Our annual 50/50 raffle was another tremendous success, raising 
$120,940, with one lucky winner taking home over $60,000.

Lions, Tigers, and Beers is more than a fundraiser—it’s a celebration 
of our community! Each year, the festival introduces new visitors to 
Popcorn Park, brings supporters together, and helps ensure animals 
continue to receive the care they deserve.

Mark your calendar now for the 2027 Lions, Tigers, and Beers Festival  
on June 5 & 6!
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Breaks Records
LIONS, TIGERS, AND BEERS

Thank You to 
 Our Sponsors!

Every Animal Has a Story
Behind every resident at Popcorn Park is a story of resilience, hope, and second chances. 
Meet the newest remarkable animals who now call the Refuge home!

Sweet Quinn is a young red 
fox whose journey is one of 
resilience. Rescued by one of 
our trusted wildlife rehabilitation 
partners, she spent months 
recovering in hopes of returning 
to the wild. But ongoing 
neurological challenges made 
it clear she couldn’t survive on 
her own.

Today, Quinn has found a safe, permanent home at 
Popcorn Park. She received the specialized care she  
needs while delighting visitors with her curious personality, 
playful spirit, and beautiful red coat.
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Balto & Coyote: A Forever Home at Popcorn Park

From Rehabilitation to Rescue
Meet Willow
Willow, our lovable KuneKune 
pig, has been charming visitors 
since she arrived at Popcorn 
Park as a baby. When her 
previous owner could no longer 
care for her, Willow found her 
forever home with us.

She’s friendly, sweet, and just 
the right amount of sassy. Willow is always ready to 
show off the big personality that makes her a favorite 
among guests and keepers alike.

Scan the QR code  

to learn more and 

become a Wildlife Club 
sponsor today!

Honor Someone Special
Celebrate a special occasion, recognize someone you 
love, or remember a cherished family member, friend, or 
beloved pet with a tribute gift to the Associated Humane 
Societies and Popcorn Park Animal Refuge.

Your gift honors someone special while 
providing hope and compassionate care  
for animals in need.

To learn more or make a tribute gift, scan the QR code, 
visit our website, or contact us at gifts@ahsppz.org. We’d 
be honored to help you create a meaningful tribute. 

Meet Our Career Cats!
Not every cat is meant for life indoors. Our 
Career Cats Program places spayed, vaccinated, 
and health-checked cats in barns, farms, and 
other outdoor settings where they can thrive 
while providing natural rodent control. 

There is no cost to participate, and we’ll 
bring your new working cat directly to 
your property.

Scan the QR code 
to learn more!

Balto

Coyote

LIONS, TIGERS, AND BEERS  PRESENTED BY

Scan to 
sponsor Balto!

Scan to 
sponsor Coyote!


